ONE ENTRANCING DJ

Paul Oakenfold made his mark on pop and dance music
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Paul Oakenfold's first D] gig, as a teen? Spinning funk and
soul in a London wine bar, As a musicians's son who was
born in 1963, it’s no surprise that pop and rock music are a
major influence on his style, and that may be one of the se-
crets Lo his flash and widespread appeal.

At 21, he moved to New York and eventually became a
hip-hop label scout, signing DI Jazzy Jeff and the Fresh
Prince and Salt-n-Pepa. Later in that decade, he landed in
Ibiza and found his own groove, as one of the originators of
electronic music emanating from Ministry of Sound and
Cream in London. His Perfecto record label, founded in
1988, was at the forefront for the breakout of trance music.

Oakenfold became known for his ability to captivate huge
crowds as a DI, but he's often collaborated with singers
and musicians, producing records with Madonna, including

2009’s “Celebration,” and
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Even if you don't think you've heard Oakenfold, you
have, on film scores for “The Bourne Identity,” “Matrix Re-
loaded,” “Collateral,” even “Shrek 2." His latest project,
“Pop Killer," expected out early next year, has been in the
works since at least 2009. It's a collaboration between Oak-
enfold and talent including Cee-Lo/Gnarls Barkley, Ryan
Tedder of OneRepublic, the Red Hot Chili Peppers, B.O.B.
and Matt Goss. Follow him on Twitter, twitter.com/pauloak-
enfold, for links to his radio show and other tips about his
globe-trotting appearances.

We sent Oakenfold some questions via email while he
was in South America last week, leading up to his Oahu ap-
pearance at “Saturday Night Sessions.” Here's what he had
to say:

STAR-ADVERTISER: Aloha, Paul! It's been a number of years

since you last spun here, so hard-core dancers are looking
forward to experiencing your talents. Where are you right
now and, in reflection, how's your year been?

PAUL OAKENFOLD: I'm in Argentina at the moment, on the fi-
nal part of this South American leg of my “We Are Planet Per-
fecto” album tour. This year has been great. The new team we
have in place at the Perfecto office, the new artists we have
been signing and the singles and albums we have been releas-
ing — there’s so much going on. I feel privileged to be wherel
am right now, and truly, 2012 is going to be a massive year.

a: Madonna will be doing the halftime show at the Super
Bowl. Will you be working with her? What effect has she
had on your career? What's the reason behind you two
working so well together?

A: 1 will not be working with “M” at the Super Bowl —
that's her stage; however, working with her in the
studio and opening up for her on tour, she made a
big influence on me and on my work. In my opin-
ion she is the most complete artist Thaveever
worked with. Over the years we have nur- g
tured a mutual creative friendship, which
for me is the basis of why we work so well
together.

a: [ know two of your biggest gigs [
have been the Great Wall of China and o
the Hollywood Bowl. But [ want to b
know what has been the best intimate |
gig you've ever done and why.

A: The one I did just recently in
Ushuaia, Argentina, the "Party at the
End of the World” ... a party in the'
middle of the wilderness, literally
the middle of nowhere. Sharing the
experience with a thousand peo-
ple, it was so intimate and special,
just phenomenal and really
emotional. As with the Great Wall,
these kinds of gigs are so special
and are moments to really cher-
ish.

a: Tell us a bit about your up-
coming “Pop Killer” album.

A: My intention was to create
an album of great songs sung by
equally great vocalists accompa-
nied by big, fat, edgy beats. It's a
sound [ was drawn to, which took
me in a totally different direction.

Q: You've mentioned that you've
come to appreciate doing edgy, melodic
music with great songwriters and
singers. Could you mention some of those |
collaborations, in light of the recent vol- \
ume of “Planet Perfecto,” and who you may
or would like to work with in the future? £

A:lcould ... but then I would be talking
about “Pop Killer" again!

%




