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Keeping It (Sur)real

la the world of DIs, there are few
celebrities, Well, there are many celebri-
ties, but few cross over (o become cul-
turally -famous -persons-at-large, - like
mavie stars.

Some, like the Chemical Brothers,
might become mussively recognizable
names, but almost nobody knows what
they look:like, That's because the busi-
ness of becoming a DJ celebrity:is

The institutions und practices of DJ
culture are not set up to-promole celebri-
ty {t promate short-term hype, yes, but
not sustained individual celebrity),
Flashing lights-and smoke machines da
not ereate celebrities.

Also, lots of DJs use a different name,
for each subgenre. they work in. (The
sume is true 1o a lesser extent. for hip
hop, though'hip hop regulatly produces.
huge celebrities.-For.example: the mem-

bers of Wu Tang Clan have about eight-

numes each, except for Big Baby. Jesus
— formerly: ©ld Dirty Bastard and oth-
er names — who dropped all other IDs
for: his current moniker.) This is: the
problem for DJs in a nutshell. 1t's diffi-
cult to-regognize.a person 4s-a celebrity
when he has five names and you don't
know.what he Jooks like..

But what's more' lmpurtant than why
there dre few cel:bnly DIs is the fact
that we have one coming to Honolulu—
neveranind that he's famous for some-
thing other than being a-DJ. T'm talking
about DJ Lars. (Personally, as an in-
habitant of the real world, I'm’ disin-
clined to watch MTV:'s Real World, so
I'm outside the loop of DJ Lars” celebri-
tydom in that regard — I don’t specifi-
cally remember anyone from the show,
except the girl who wired her mouth
shut and the boogeresque Puck.)

The ubiquitous Double O Spot Pro-
ductions is bringing DJ Lars, a top-
notch house DI, to Hawai‘i, He appears
Thursday, Nov. 5, at the Wave and Sat-
urday, Nov. 7, at the UH-Minoa Cam-
pus Center Ballroom. Call 956-9958 for
more information. On Thyrsday, Lars’
set will start promptly at midnight, See
you there.

—Sir Gigolo*

*My real name is not Sir Gigolo. Sir
Gigolo is a moniker I selected for myself
based on trend forecasting. As a writer
who dabbles at DJing, 1'nt aware of the
importance of u good moniker,

You see, I'm fairly certain Medieval
tintes are coming back: Over the years,
we've seen returns of the "SUs, the *60s,
the '70s, the "80s — even the "30s and

'40s have staged fine coinebucks in the
Sform.of the swing-dancing trend. Now.
it’$.aime to go back just a lisle further.
Think about.ir and I'm sure you'll agree
-—Medieval tithes me‘ju\t around. Ihe
corner,

Two' years- ago, certain aspecr.\‘ of
Astan culture became trendy — with Wu.
Tang Clan, the Shoalin clothing lubel;
the Beastie Boys and their Tibetan fixa-

tion,. Astute trend watchers know, how- -
ever, that the Asian trend is preny much -

played out, or, us it were, has made its.
way to -Nebraska. What's next? Me-
dieval culture. It's retro— and very liip,
1 selected the name Sir Gigolo based
onan actual character from early Eura-
pean literature: Sir Gigolo (whose name
ides with.the 20th-century English

In the words of the late Ruth Gordon, upon

* xepting a guest spot on the Love Boat, “I'm

ily doing this for the money.” Or | should
y I'm only doing this for the cigarette money.
1d also because the indefatigable Mark
littom deserves a break for one week at leasL.
ymething about catching up on auta detail-
7in Makiki?

There hasn't been anything good to do in

2 middle of the week since Wednesdays at
e Jungle stopped awhile back (Smedley's
whatever in Manoa Marketplace does not
unt). Enter the girl who Is very close to being
‘erexposed: DJ Mallia Marlini, sporting a
ingipani lel, with a mai tai in one hand and
ralise full of Martin Denny and Arthur Lyman
sords in the other. She spins her signature
1e-age every Wednesday at the Ocean Club
Restaurant Row. The crowd is mixed: some
er-work drones, a few swingers and a few
ncing maniacs who must have been regu-
s at Champeaux. The fun starts at 4:30 pm.
vee-tad early to go out, especially if you're
.I gemng up, but the pupus are good and
ly cheap before 8 p.m.

term “gigolo” — a modern “urban
playa”)-is a minor knight of King
Anthur's Round Table. Sir Gigolo's ori-

gin‘is.debated among scholars: English- -
schalarship -claims Sir:Gigolo is of

British Isles: Celtic origin, like Sir
Gawain, while: the French claim "Sir
Gigoleau” (some earlier manu:mpt.r
read “Gigilot”} is.a Erench import to
the Arrhurian legends.

Armong:Medievalists in universities
areund the world, Sir Gigolo’s papular-
.iny.ranks somewhere between Sir Gala-
had aid the controversial Sir Charlene
(definitely.a French import, according to
English -scholars).. Interestingly, ‘he
ranks highest among female scholars.

From the late Medieval days 1o the
mid-20th century, Sir Gigolo’s adven-
tures:have been documented in poetry
and song. There are the epic Old Eng-
lish poems Sir Jigelowe and the Self-Ab-
sorbed Nun and Sir Gigolo and the Rude
Knight from Kingdom Plantae. His pop-
ularity in Medieval romances-peaked
around the 13th century. when his rep-
utation as a “bad boy"" knight was fully
developed and he was known as, “The
Knight ya love ta hate,” In the '60s,
Joan Baez recorded a song about him
called “The Ballade of Brave Sir Gigo-
lo, " as did Bob Dylan, whose rare, ear-
ly demo, “Stuck Inside of Guinevere
with Sir Gigolo’s Blues Again,” was lar-
er reworked as another song.

1 must give props where props are
due: Itwasn't I who realized that Me-
dieval times are on the horizon. The
credit goes to my friend, Carl the Cruel
Wizard (known formerly as Kung Fu
Carl, the Killa Panda).

Till next week, then, keep it Medieval,
my fellow knights o' the round .

—Mark Chittom
cditorial@honoludnweekly.com
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Thanks to the hard work of G-Spot, the
s Apainst AIDS Il benefit at 1739 went off
lly hard. By 11 p.m. the crowd was so deeply
1 vastly professional and top-heavy, with
»bably 20 DJs in the house, that I nearly
ooned. We got there early and Terry Ann
s spinning some awesome '70s music in
‘lounge. She's the only DJ | know who has

-balls to play something from The Hissing
e Summer Lawns. The vibe for the evening
s really high energy and did not let up for
tinute. And | got high score on Ms. Pacman,
ich prompted Ollie to say, “Wow, you're

lly good That video game must be from .
'80s.”

Friday night at Borders-Ward Centre is to
nlents and purposes a pick-up joint, where
gles cruise the cafe with lattes in one hand
1 books on Tibetan Buddhism in the other.
Beat Your Kids, or BYK, the hardest work-
band in show business in Hawail today,
iically invaded the music store and took
r, disrupting all the g7 (chi)and ruining the
rall pick-up mood. Good show. Some con-
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troveréy preceded the band's appearan

since this is National Domestic Violer .*
Awareness Month. A friend suggested tl -

take an alternative name temporarily — B:
Yaa Kings. But | think Willy's a littie too Ii
skinned and doesn't have the right hair to |
off that moniker.

And while I'm here this week | migh
well promulgate the official club rules. Wi
in a nightclub:

« Never, under any circumstances, p

al someone. It's just bad form,
< Never flash the crowd, unless you hi
a nice ass or nice hooters. Then it is a m
imperative that you flash the crowd.
« Never take off your shirt while danc

if you're a guy, even if you're totally br =

» Never yell at a bartender to get his ath
tion.
* Never date a bartender. They're trout

* Never go to Limelight if you're in N

York City.

« Never ask Chittom “Are you gonna | -

this in your column?”

* Never leave your barstool for more tf
two songs and expect to get it back.

« Never bug the DJ by asking “What's
name of this song?" especially if you're
aspiring DJ.

* Never aspire to be a DJ.

And because | no longer have a forun
want to send some shouts out and flirt w
afew people in print while | have the chan
Ta my favorite club kid: when you're ab
other boys, they check you out. To my favo

dinking buddy: you passadthe bar, bu pl: gives mé the latest Pearl Jam CD. Go to
- Toogrooves. They’ll help: And'if you
“don’t have:a DJ on your list — you
; should! Fallmg that. having a: Iocai}y

don’t pass the bar. To my favorite barteno
thanks for the gum balls. To the club kid w
two names: | regret the fun house. To the pr

ident of the club: impeachment looms.

Kathy with a K or any of the honeys at Chan
8 (you know who you are): call me, let's
out, my phone number’s listed.

If, 25 years from now, | still insist on da
ing to house music even when Kids Kiub t
been moved to the Verandah at the Moa:
by all means, shoot me dead.

—Matt Uiagah

 andiit's time to throw & bone to the read-
ems ‘out there who are

.~ “Unde ,my" telage, people wnh taste -
- are going to find out where the funk came fron

‘d_awn 1o Jelly's or :Toogrooves and

H@.o\;\u Weeldy Dec 622,

Saturday night1 wes luckmgh auhe._v.v
 Red:Light Social Club and a few:to0:-
many people hit me up for.advice-on the

- happening events around town for the
~ holidays. 1 told them 1 basically had no
‘iden, T.get my, information by word of
mouth, just like everybody else. But thea

Punks, they hang out at Speakr
Swing. They don't offer Tessons by
‘Arthur Munaymu-uctom. but the di
ing is superb — Lindy hoppers up

- wazoo. Last time T was there, in'

words’ of ' pepular neOvswmg I
clucks were flying in the auv h

figured, what the hell, it

check out the flyer racks, whichis how I

- got the information in this column,

(Speaking of Toogrooyes, though, if
you have any DJs on-your holiday:list,

' check out the store at Puck's Alley. The

pcople din there know: what‘l up, with

* musjc ~ $0 you won’t present.your DI

with something that's so wack he’ll be

+ 100 embarrassed 1o own it but unable to
“sel)it. In the interest of a happy yuletide,
I'beg yoit: Don't subjectyourDJ toithe
~same uncornfortable, fake grunts of ap-
. preciation that I'm forced to
my. sister. every. Christmas. when:she -

for

Hip Hop.
day nights are- still pnckmg ¢
Nlck’lﬂsbmnrket

ANNOUNCEMENTS

IORTH SHORE INFORMATION
INE 637-4276 Planning a trip to the
lorth Shore? 24 hours/day-7
ays/week on O'zhu. Ocean, Events,
ood & Shop Info

b
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EVENTS

: Bicycling Leugue extends
invitation 10 cyc of all ages and
“abilities to enjoy riding 25, 50, or 100 :
kilometers at the 1997 HALEIWA

METRIC Y Sunday, May 25.

ave money at TOBACCOS OF
|AWAIL with all natural, additivé-free
{garenes. Open 7 days. Free parking
1 front & rear, 512 Atkinson. 942-
pFF

ARTS & CULTURE

ASTE OF THAILAND FOOD FESTH
AL is happening 4-10pm Fri, 5/16 @
wole Cannery Square. Tickets are free
i participating restaurants, American
Lvings Bank, or by calling 528-6808

CLASSES/WORKSHOPS

197 Natural Hislory Lecture Series @
faikiki Aquarium: CORAL FARM-
A 'I'DDL FOR RBEAROH &

$20 fee includes t-shirt, refreshments
& full suppont. Applications at bike
stores, or call 735-5756

HAWAII GHOST TOURS presents a 3-
hr mini circle island evening bus tour:!
of Oahu's haunted spots. Meet Sati
eves at 6:30 p.m. $25.00. Cull 5964 f
2052 for info.

HORSEBACK RIDING ut Sendlur}
Fongs Plantation & Gardens, Out—,
standing ocean & valley views, !
streams, ponds, waterfalls. Private
rides In 725 acré paradise. Alomas
239-6775. $11 OFF. Feel your oats
today! {

day, Dccomber 20th. Soul Food: un-v

2 dws the highly successful DeepNote

days.is-the Tatest development of the.
‘Stone Groove Family, the DJ crew. who

Hula Joe. Drama in swingland: The Pier
Bar’s swing lessons there recently un-
derwent a corporate takeover ~— thein-
structors from the Arthur Murray Dance
Studios are now in charge. Arthur Mur-
ray is basically the McDonald’s of the.
world of ballroom dancing instruction,
50 you know it's quality. Or something.

‘The swing night with the highest ratio
of swing dancers with tattoos is
Speakeasy Swing on Saturdays at The
Shelter. If there's such a thing as Swing

HithOdety'

thm The price of admission i ﬂvc‘
; UGKs, whmh includes fres food if you

i 158
ane for Speakeasy. Swlng This §
day:the ubxquuous Swmgwmd Re

will be playmg us mfccﬂous bram

ter Mark drops (he swmgmg beats
the kids:on the dance floor (when
sound equipment works properly).

;- Make:mine rare: The problem
the rare groove scene in'Hawai'i is
there isn’t one, Hopefully that’s abot
change. Under my own personal b

- lage, people with taste are going 1o

out where. the funk came from. Es
‘Hally, rare grooves are funky jazz trs
from: the early *60s to the late *70;

© the period in music that dominateg

hop.sampling. (A person who knt
music will recognize rare groove 5
ples in‘a lot of house music as well:)
the bill are Forrest (yes, it's the st
jungle“DJ: Forrest — he’s into »
grooves as well), Gary O, and Sir G;
o (that’ Csa me). ’lhursday»ts the mght,

*' Hiphopand
day, December 19 is B-Side, a hip:

special event from the raving peopl
Dcuble-O-Spotpmducnom The'ey
is.at the Shelter, 1739 Kalakaua, On
bill are the'Pharcyde’s DJ Mark 1
(he’s one of those that heavily:sam)
from the aforementioned:rare grooy
Also on the bill are (is?.this part of
Aflyer is confusing) ‘Anonymous L
MC Able Bedy, who mlght beon

WO, peopla F'm not sure. Rnundmg
‘the evening are local Hawai'i hip',

- “DIs Kavet the Catalyst, D, Slim ¥
ts ongmng:swmg deal; wtu' allammsj
“weckly between Swingwood ‘Revuearid

Darin, OG Dick Dog, Bumble Bee
Rise Up. Of course you won't war
miss the yell into.the mic session, 1
known as “open mic,” hosted by Jai
(who can actually rap,) It's gonn¢
rope-a-dope.

OK, there you have it, That’s
everything, but we’ve covered a lot.
write more next week, unless Ican tl
of something that's more fun to w
about. Until then, see you at the i
racks.

—Mark Chit
mchittom@hawaii.




