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SUPERSTAR DJ KEOKI

.'DJ Keoki. The flamboyant Keonl

N A SCENE WHERE the kids and
ravers are usually the center of
.attention, with their colorful
costumes and tweaked person-

ing the night's beats is usually
content. to.spinin.the shadowy

confines of a sound hooth. i
But few could ignore Superstar

g.
Kailua, and the road to fame has
been'a long, strange trip for the DJ'
who moved with his family to Ki-
hei, Maui, from El Salvador at the.
ageof 8. ;

“Did I expenence culture shock
after we moved here? Sure, but in
a good way,” he said by phone
from his New, York City:home last
week. “It was fabulous; llke living
in a fairy tale.”

Six years after movying. to-Maui,
the family moved to Kailua, where
Franconi’s sense of the outrageous
bloomed even more. “While I was
attending Kailua High, one.day me
and my two friends dressed up llke
Bow Wow Wow.” !

alities, the anonymous DJ provid- - ‘

Superstar DJ Keoki

where as far away as possi-
ot:because ‘of some feeling of
fever,’ but just because |
knew there was more out there

‘of records and-
turntable at home, . .
““He'let'me play‘a lounge glg on

some of the slower nights. He told”’

me to play whatever the f— you
want, s6 long as they stay,’ words

I've continued” to live: by to this

day.”
Franconi adVertlSCd himself.as

Superstar DJ Keoki, a tag that'

raised eyebrows for its audacity,

but his self-proclaimed status has’

become begrudgingly accepted in
the most cliquish of dance club
circles. He doesn'’t care either way.

“I've always felt the same, both’

elf.and the music | play.

even though the industry itself is

- not fun”,

“Supa Luv- i

With special guest Superstar DJ Keoki'’
Also featuring Gearwhore, DJ Koa from
Denver, DJ Quiksilva from San Diego and

G-Spot

Where: Richards Street YWCA, downtown
‘When: 9 p.m. tomorrow

Admission: $15 before 10:30 p.m., $20 after.
First 50 people get in free,

Call: 591-3500 6r go to
www.doub]e-(»spot.com

PAGE 4 / STAR-BU

“From' 1990 96, Franconi's was
dent bad-boy D] for Lime-

2000 night, descrlbed in magazine
write-ups. . as. “the weekly
techno/rave extravaganza, com-
plete with drugs, sex and murder
scandal galore” (Mixer) and “the

club night where unsupervised"

drug use was the norm and pa-
trons, routmely stripped naked for
a'3.a.m. bacchanalian ritual” (Urb).

_a, “I knew [.wanted to be

éep the music positive, -

'lxke 1997’s “Ego .

ghitclub’s notorious Disco
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s Bang Bang namechecks
of Talking Heads"and
lub faves, and it all.
Z Keoki's version of
- Frankie Goes to Hollywood’s 1982
‘classic “Relax.”

But the events. of Sept. 11 have
put a'chill on the party scene:
“Everyone’s crawling back'into the
cocoon,” Keoki said. “‘Bl';t, it's New
ow. and I still

s ‘with a huge purple pen. ;
she wrote, “and this body ap-
peared, covered in silver, g]itter,.
wearing what looked like a iaper

Franconi's roominate and dé fact
leader of the city’s club kids), al
sporting a fallmg-off diaper, mi
the glitter but made uplik
clown.”

" After Alig's reputatlon and Fran
coni’s relationship with him
down the tubes.(fueled by
stant drug use) Su £

spinning around the country
the world:and relea

By Gary C.W. Chun
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