Pushing the boundaries of electronica

By Shawn “Speedy” Lopes
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The Funk Phenomenon. The God-
father of Speed Garage. The Hero of
House. The Sampleslaya. Call Ar-
mand Van Helden whatever you
want, whenever you want. Just be
prepared to leave a message aftera
near-eternal tone: Beeeeeeeeeeeep.

These days, the tireless deejay,
producer and dance-music maven is
fielding more calls than he can possi-
bly accommodate, most of which in-
quire about his renowned remixing
services, which command upwards
of $50,000 a pop. He's worked his
nimble-fingered magic for everyone

from progressive pop acts like Tori
Amos,
Sneaker
Coastal Pimps and
N New Order
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Listen 10 “Business as Usual,” a
montage of Van Helden's numerous
answering-machine messages from
the 1949 album “2 Future 4 U™

“Armand Van Helden, this is
David Morales."

“This is for Armand. Josh Wink."
“Yo, Armand. (DJ) Sneak ... was-

elleew, I'm calling on behalf of

York, yet he's disgusted by its unin-
d, profit-conscious club scene,
ch he contends has never pro-
gressed past the hard house sound

of the early '90s. He's credited with
single-handedly originating speed
garage, a dance subgenre melding the
skittish percussive elements of drum-
and-bass and the simplistic four-four
temipo of house, though he swears
he'll never touch that stuff again, dis-
missing it as yesterday’s news,

As an Air Force bratbomto a
Dutch-Indonesian father and a
French-Lebanese mother, Van
Helden traveled the globe as a
youngster, immersing himself ina
varity of sounds from classic rock to
hip-hop to freestyle (anyone remem-
ber Sweet Sensation, Cover Girls or
Stevie B.?), and in the eighth grade,
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took his first leap into deejaying by
manning the turntables at a dance
for the big kids at the local high
school.

Now an internationally acclaimed
deejay and producer with an ever-
expanding repertoire of musical
styles, he continues to champion the
proliferation of forward-thinking,
rump-shakin’ sounds. House is in
desperate need of some new life,
he says, while regional preferences
and elitism is killing electronica, and
io biggzest enemy of dance

low deejay, Granuny-nominated
remixer and occasional partner in
crime, Roger “Junior” Sanchez, origi-
nator of The Mongoloids, a select
group of house music's finest minds.

Sanchez’s list of remix work is no
less impressive than Van Helden’s
(Michael Jackson, Soul I Soul, By-
ron Stingily, Frankie Knuckles,
Chic), and his schedule is easily as
crammed with deejaying dates.

Incredibly, both will appear on the
same bill this weekend for Coastal
Collective 2001, with support from
Richard “Humpty” Vission, DJ Reza,
and a host of club jockeys from
Hawai'i and the Mainland. From all
appearances, Coastal Collective 2001
looks to be the first major coup for
Hawai'i's electronica enthusiasts in
the new year.
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TOP: Deejay Armand Van Helden thinks house needs new life and
warns that elitism is killing electronica. ABOVE: Roger “Junior”
Sanchez racks up an impressive list of remix work.

Biliboard hits

Compiled from a national sample of
sales reports collected by Sound-
Scan, radio lists and radso monk
tored by Broadcast Data Systens.

TOP 10 SINGLES

1. “Independent Woman Part 1,
Destiny's Child

2. *He Loves U Not,” Drearn

3. "It Wasn't Me,” Sty

4. “Case of the Ex (Watcha Gonna
Do),” Mya

5. "With Ams Wide Open,” Crzed
6. “Ms. Jackson,” Ouirast

7. “The Way You Love Me,” Fam
Hill

8. “Dance With Me,” Deteian
Morgan

9, “If You're Gone,” matchit
twenty

10. *Liquid Dreams,” O-Tuan
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1.°1," the Beates
2, “Black & Brue,” Bacrsiest Boys
3.“Now 5," vexious aus's

4. *Human Clay,” Creed

5. “Hotshot,” Shaggy

6. “Chocolate Starfish and T hict
Dog Ravored Water,” Limo Bzl
7. "Greatest H1s,” Tr

8.°0ops! ... | D R Agan.” Sz
Spears
“Tha Last Meal,” Sroos Do d;dancing:
9. *Tha Last Meal,” S Dég A el
10. “No Strings Attached,” d jazz-ishs e
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1 "1," The Beatws

2. *Lovers Rook,” Sace

3. "Hapa Cobecton,” ruge

4. “Tha Last Meat,” Sy Togg
5, “Now 5," various aists

6. “Hotshot,” Snaggy

7. "ADey Without Rain,” Exye . i
8. “Greatast Hits,” Lervy rraviz e 7 : i e nsre
9. “Country Grammear,” Nedy : = B
10. "Island Warmors,” various
artists
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